


Declaration of [NAME]
In Support of His/Her/They Application for T Nonimmigrant Status

NOTES:
· This is a model for smuggling turned trafficking cases
· You should attempt to separate the smuggling from the labor/sex trafficking by only emphasizing the trafficking
· Do not mention the amount they paid for the coyote or any extortion attempt by the smugglers. The trafficker may have held your client for both labor and extortion, but USCIS will only focus on the extortion if you mention it. 
· I often don’t include the “transported”  or “recruited” elements because they are too difficult to separate it from the smuggling

1. My name is [NAME]

2. I was born on [DOB], in [POB]

3. I currently live at [ADDRESS or SAFE ADDRESS] [If in Minnesota talk to AHR about the Safe at Home Program]

4. I speak [LANGUAGE]

I was the victim of labor trafficking at the hands of traffickers who held me captive after I crossed the border. They [transported]  [harbored] [provided] and [obtained] me using [fraud], [force], and [coercion], for the purposes of involuntary servitude. 

5. Around December 2020, at the U.S./Mexico border, I made arrangements with a coyote to help me enter the United States.

6. The coyote promised me that I would cross in less than an hour, and that he would let me go after I crossed. However, it did not happen like that whatsoever.

7. While still in Mexico, the coyote introduced me to his men. They told me to obey all of their orders if I wanted to make it across. The men were large and had guns across their waste. I decided to be quiet and listen to what they said. 

8. I followed the men for a while until we arrived at a decrepit house in the desert in Mexico. Once inside the house, one of the men pointed a gun at me and said that I had to carry a backpack. I did not see a reality in which I could disobey. There was no way I could back out at that time. 

9. That night, the men ordered me to carry the backpack as we crossed the border. The bag was really big and heavy. I had no idea what was inside it, and I did not want to ask. I do not think the coyote could have carried my bag without me. 

10. The journey from the Mexican side of the border to the U.S. took about six hours. The entire time, I was under gunpoint. The men said that I could not let immigration take us. They also said that if I stopped or ran away, we would die. They threatened to shoot us right there if I stopped.

11. After crossing the border and arriving in the United States, the men told me to leave the bag at the side of a road. Afterwards, the men told me to keep walking. 

12. I eventually reached a house in the desert. I believe the house was located in Arizona. The house did not look inhabited from the inside. The front porch had holes in it, and the grey paint was peeling. However, once inside, I realized that there were a lot of people.

13. Inside the house, there were about 12 men drinking and playing cards. They were using lots of swear words. The men then took me into the basement of the house where there were approximately 60 other people. They told me to stay there.

14. I did not expect to wait at a house once in the United States, but I had no other choice. The men were armed, and they kept watch over me and the others in the house. 

15. Soon after arriving, one of the armed men learned that I was previously a chef in Guatemala. He overheard me when I was telling another individual in the basement about my life.

16. The armed man said that I would wake up early and cook breakfast. The next morning, he woke me up before the sunrise. The man took me upstairs to a kitchen where there were eggs and other household good. He said that I had to make the food for all of the people in the house. 

17. It took me about four hours to make breakfast that morning. As soon as I finished, another man approached me and told me to start making lunch. He was a large man with a gun on his waste.  

18. It took me another three hours to make lunch. After that, I had to made dinner. I was the only person cooking for the entire household. 

19. I never expected the coyotes to take me to a house in the United States, let along force me to cook. 

20. My daily schedule remained the same for almost three months. Every day, I made breakfast, lunch, and dinner for everyone in the house. It took me around eleven hours per day. The men woke me up before sunrise and returned me to the basement after dinner. One of the armed men gave me groceries around three times per week. The man expected me to cook with whatever I got. 

21. When I wasn’t working, the men took me into the basement with the other migrants.

22. I never had the opportunity to leave. The men always guarded the entrances to the house. They were drunk and had guns. I did not want to give them an opportunity to cause me harm. If I attempted to run away, or if I refused to cook, I think they would have killed me. The men did not seem to care if I lived or died.

23. In addition, I believe they locked the door at night. I saw a man open the door with a key in the mornings while making breakfast.

24. One time, I made a runny batch of eggs. One of the armed men came in drunk and shouting. He insulted my mother and put his gun in my mouth. The man said that the next time I made bad food, I would eat his bullet. He then hit me multiple times until I fell to the floor. After I fell, he just left. 

25. I was terrified when he put the gun in my mouth. Even today, I get shaky when a gun appears on T.V. or in a movie. I remember the man and begin shaking. It lasts about half an hour. After one of those incidents, I don’t sleep well at night.

26. The number of people in the basement changed ruing the time I was held at the house. Some people left, but I remained in place. They did not say how long I would remain there. I think they liked my cooking and wanted to keep me in the position. I thought that I would never escape.

27. The house was extremely small, and the basement was too cramped for 60 people. The migrants only had one bathroom, and we slept on the floor. It was extremely crowded. 

28. After about three months, I became violently ill. I woke up one morning and began puking. The man who usually watched me cook got very angry when I threw up. He called me an asshole and kicked me. All of the men were angry because another person had to cook the breakfast. They made comments or kicked me while I was puking over the toilet. 

29. I remained sick like that for three days. By the third day, I thought that I was going to die there. I was dehydrated and needed medical attention. The men began to avoid me. They wanted nothing to do with me. I think they were afraid of getting what I had. 

30. On the third day, one of them men told me to follow him. He walked me out the front door and then pointed his gun at me. I thought he was going to kill me, but he said to leave. He also said never to mention this place or he would personally find me and kill me. 

31. I followed a dirt road for what seemed like two hours until a truck came by. The truck stopped and asked if I was alright. The man was kind and took me to a doctor who gave me medication to get better. 

I am physically present in the United States on account of the trafficking.

32. [Insert answers to physical presence questions]

33. The questions are not an exhaustive list. Please ask any reasonable questions or follow up.

I have reported my trafficking situation to law enforcement and complied with all reasonable requests for assistance. 

34. With the assistance of my attorney, I reported my trafficking victimization to [AGENCY] on [DATE].

35. I provided all the information I have about my traffickers and what happened to me.

36. I offered my assistance with any investigation or prosecution.

37. I have never refused to comply with any request for assistance, and I remain willing to assist with any investigation or prosecution.

I will suffer extreme hardship if I am removed from the United States.

38. [Insert Extreme Hardship Questions]

I swear under the pain and penalty of perjury the foregoing has been read to me in [Language], a language in which I am fluent.
I declare the above statement is true and correct to the best of my memory and knowledge under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States.


____________________________________					___________________
[NAME]									[DATE]

Reminder: Wet Ink Signature
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